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TikTok is a video-sharing social media app available on [0S and Android which lets users
create, share, and view user created videos much in a similar manner to Facebook, Instagram
and Snapchat. It’s main draw, however, is that users can record and upload bite-sized
looping videos of themselves lip-syncing and dancing to popular music or soundbites, often
for comedic effect, which can then be further enhanced with filters, emojis and stickers.

TikTok has been designed with the young user in mind and has a very addictive appeal.
the beginning of 2019 it skyrocketed in popularity to become the iOS store’s most
downloaded app with over 33 million downloads. Estimates suggest that it now has anything
between 500 million and over 1billion monthly active users worldwide.
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Pete Badh s a writer with over 10+ years in research

and analysis. Working within a specialist area for

West Yorkshire Police, Pete has contributed work
‘which has been pivotal i successfully winning high
profile cases in court s well as writing as a subject
matter expert for industry handbooks.
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ADDICTIVE NATURE

Soclal media s designed to beaddictiveand
TikTok s no different. It can be fun and|

entertalning. However, It s also because of this
thatitcan be hard to put down.In addition to
theshort, punchy nature of the looping vidso
format,the app's abiity to keep you guessing
what will come on scroen next makes t casy to

TIKTOK FAME

“TIkTok s very Image focused and there s a notable preoccupation with
appearing cool and attractive. Many teenagers now attempt to go viral
and become what's known n-app as TikTok
famous:TikTok(and s predecessor musically)

has spawned its own celebrities - social media.

stars Loran Gray and Jacob Sartorlous have bean
catapulted to fame through theirintial

‘exposure on the app. Obviously, most budding

Influencers ooking to become the next blg

thing will be disappointed, butthis may have

the knock-on effect of making them 6o to more

‘and more drasticlengths to get noticed.

IN-APP PURCHASES

Asida from the contan, thera's also the option to
purchase in-app extras called TIKTok colns: Pices range
from £0.99 for 100 colns to an eye-watering £93.99 for
10,000 colns. TikTok colns are used to purchase diferent
‘emojis to reward content creators that a user inds funny
opentactabing Inthe 05 veron ol the sep o can
disablo the option to buy TikTok colns but

turn a five-minute viitinto 45-minute vist.

(USEPRIVACYSETTINGS) __ __(ENABLERESTRICTEDMODE)

Undoubtadly, the easkest way to safeguard your
o private.This means only those users your child

chld onTIkTks to make sure thelr ccount s set \Q

Setting the account to private may cash with your
ks goalof soca mediasuperstardom, utlt
il koep thele account secure from strangers. This
setting can be enabled under the privacy and
safoty menuby pressing theaellipsis I the ma'tab
oftheapp. To be extra safe,there are additional
controls avallable to toggle such as who can send
‘comments and messages, among other options.

approves can view, ke, and follow their content. =0

With the proper privacy settings n place, TIkTok can bea
themselves. However,

safe spaca for your child to express
justin case something does manage to sl through,
‘maka sure your child knows how to recognise and

content thatsn'tappropriateand get them to come to
youabout what they have seen. TIkTok allows users to.
roport offenders and comments within the app. You can

also blockindiidual users by going on thelr profie.

Users of this guide do 5o at their own discretion. No iabiltyIs entered into. Current as of the date of elease: 20.02.2020

“TikTok Family Safaty Mode allows parents o link thelr own TikTak account to
thelr childs. 52 great way to oversae your child' digtal wellbeing by
Giving you direct control over their safety settings

Fomotaly tum features on and oft. ThisIncludes managing scroan
tme, the abiltyto send and recsive direct messages (and with
‘wehom) and the bty to restic the appearance of content.

that might not beage appropriate.
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s entertalning as TIKTok s, you can help your child
moderate thelr time on theapp by making useat
the digital wellbeing section. Under the screen time
manageimant opon. youan Wk ey
alloted time allowed on the app inincrements
ranging from 4010 120 minutes. You can aso lock
this reference behind a PINnumber which has to
beinputted i ordor t then excoed the daily time.
imit This way your child can get their daily dose of
‘momes without wasting away the day.
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